
EXCERPTS FROM LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES 17:416 AND 17:416.1 
 
 
§416. Discipline of students; suspension; expulsion 
 

A. Every teacher and other school employee shall endeavor to hold every student to a strict accountability for any disorderly conduct in school or on 
the playgrounds of the school, on the street or road while going to or returning from school, on any school bus, during intermission or recess, or 
at any school-sponsored activity or function. A school principal may suspend from school or suspend from riding on any school bus any student 
who is guilty of willful disobedience; treats a teacher, principal, superintendent, member, or employee of the local school board with intentional 
disrespect; makes against any one of them an unfounded charge; uses unchaste or profane language; is guilty of immoral or vicious practices, or 
of conduct or habits injurious to his associates; uses tobacco or who possesses alcoholic beverages or any controlled dangerous substance 
governed by the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, in any form, in school buildings, on school grounds, or on school buses owned 
by, contracted to, or jointly owned by any city or parish school board; disturbs the school and habitually violates any rule; cuts, defaces, or injures 
any part of public school buildings, any property belonging to the buildings, or any school buses owned by, contracted to, or jointly owned by any 
city or parish school board; writes any profane or obscene language or draws obscene pictures in or on any school material or on any public 
school premises, or on any fence, pole, sidewalk, or building on the way to or from school, or on any school bus, including those owned by, 
contracted to, or jointly owned by any city or parish school board; is found carrying firearms, knives, or other implements which can be used as 
weapons, the careless use of which might inflict harm or injury; throws missiles liable to injure other persons on the school grounds or while on 
any school bus, including those owned by, contracted to, or jointly owned by any city or parish school board; instigates or participates in fights 
while under school supervision; violates traffic and safety regulations; leaves the school premises without permission; leaves his classroom during 
class hours or detention without permission; is habitually tardy or absent; has engaged in bullying; or commits any other serious offense. Prior to 
any suspension, the school principal, or his designee, shall advise the pupil in question of the particular misconduct of which he is accused as 
well as the basis for such accusation, and the pupil shall be given an opportunity at that time to explain his version of the facts to the school 
principal or his designee. A pupil whose presence in or about a school poses a continued danger to any person or property or an ongoing threat 
of disruption to the academic process shall be immediately removed from the school premises without the benefit of the procedure described 
hereinabove; however, the necessary procedure shall follow as soon as is practicable. Notice in writing of the suspension and the reasons thereof 
shall be given to the parent or parents of the pupil suspended. Any parent, tutor or legal guardian of a pupil suspended shall have the right to 
appeal to the city or parish superintendent of schools or his designee, who shall conduct a hearing on the merits. The decision of the 
superintendent of schools on the merits of the case, as well as the term of suspension, shall be final, reserving to the superintendent of schools 
the right to remit any portion of the time of suspension. A pupil suspended for damages to any property belonging to the school system or to 
property contracted to the school system shall not be readmitted until payment in full has been made for such damage or until directed by the 
superintendent of schools. If the property damaged is a school bus owned by, contracted to, or jointly owned by any parish or city school board, 
a pupil suspended for such damage shall not be permitted to enter or ride any school bus until payment in full has been made for such damage 
or until directed by the superintendent of schools. 
 

B. Any student after being suspended for committing any of the offenses enumerated in this Section may be expelled, upon recommendation by the 
principal of the public school in which said student is enrolled, which recommended expulsion shall be subject to the provisions of Subsection C. 

 

Any pupil who has been suspended on three occasions for committing any of the offenses enumerated in this Subsection or Subsection C of this 
Section during the same school year shall, upon committing the fourth such offense, be expelled from all the public schools of the city, parish, or 
other local public school system wherein he resided until the beginning of the next regular school year, and the pupil's reinstatement shall be 
subject to the review and approval of the local school board. 
 
No student who has been expelled pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be admitted to any public school in any other parish or city 
school system in the state except upon the review and approval of the school board of the school system to which he seeks admittance. 
 

C. Upon the recommendation by a principal for the expulsion of any student as authorized by Subsection B hereof, a hearing shall be conducted by 
the superintendent or by any other person designated so to do by the superintendent to determine the facts of the case and make a finding of 
whether or not the student is guilty of conduct warranting a recommendation of expulsion. Upon the conclusion of the hearing and upon a finding 
that the student is guilty of conduct warranting expulsion, the superintendent, or his designee, shall determine whether such student shall be 
expelled from the school system or if other corrective or disciplinary action shall be taken. At said hearing the principal or teacher concerned may 
be represented by any person appointed by the superintendent. The concerned teacher shall be permitted to attend such hearing and shall be 
permitted to present information the teacher believes relevant. Until such hearing takes place the student shall remain suspended from the school. 
At such hearing the student may be represented by any person of his choice. 
 
The parent or tutor of the pupil may, within five days after the decision is rendered, request the city or parish school board to review the findings 
of the superintendent or his designee at a time set by the school board; otherwise the decision of the superintendent shall be final. If requested, 
as herein provided, and after reviewing the findings of the superintendent or his designee, the school board may affirm, modify, or reverse the 
action previously taken. 

 

The parent or tutor of the pupil may, within ten days, appeal to the district court for the parish in which the student's school is located, an adverse 
ruling of the school board in upholding the action of the superintendent or his designee. The court may reverse or revise the ruling of the school 
board upon a finding that the ruling of the board was based on an absence of any relevant evidence in support thereof. 

 

D. The conviction of any student of a felony or the incarceration of any student in a juvenile institution for an act which had it been committed by an 
adult would have constituted a felony may be cause for expulsion of the student for a period of time as determined by the board. The expulsion 
shall require the vote of two-thirds of the elected members of the school board. 

 
§416.1. Discipline of pupils; additional disciplinary authority 
 

A. In addition to the specific disciplinary measures authorized in R.S. 17:416 teachers, principals, and administrators of the public schools may, 
subject to any rules as may be adopted by the parish or city school board, employ other reasonable disciplinary and corrective measures to 
maintain order in the schools; provided, however, that nothing in this Section shall be construed as superseding the provisions of R.S. 17:416 
relative to the disciplining of students, suspensions, and expulsions. 

 


